ECatsBridge Pairs =
for BBC Children in Need
Thursday 15 November 2018 o
Cession NO 7521 -

Well ... another year has gone by and here we are again with another
edition of the Children in Need Pairs. We really hope 2018 will be a
very special year as with your help and a following wind, as they say,
we rather hope to hit the one million pound mark ... wouldn't that be
amazing? Since we started running this event, you have between you
all raised a staggering £956,122.84. Can we do it ? Only time will tell
be we believe and hope that the answer is yes!

For this set the commentator was Julian Pottage - Did he get it right
I wonder ? Our thanks go to him as always - we really appreciate the
effort that goes in to writing these commentaries.

So ... did you win ? or did you have a disaster ? Or just, as we hope,
an enjoyable evening's bridge helping to raise money for a wonderful
cause ?

Thank you all for coming along to your clubs and supporting us - we
really hope you had fun and enjoyed the hands. I hope they weren't
too difficult, but equally not too easy either. I haven't actually looked
at them myself, just ran the dealing program and winged them off to
the commentators. And Mark doesn't play bridge at all (never has!) so
they wouldn't mean a thing to him!

Take care - and continue to enjoy your bridge

With our very best wishes

Amna ¢ Warke

Anna Gudge & Mark Newton
The ECatsBridge Team
anna@ecats.co.uk
https://www.ecatsbridge.com




Board I. Dealer North. Vulnerability None

4 J64
vy K973
¢ AQ1093
4
4 1082 & K73
Y AJ54 v 108
+ K86 + J42
& A8S & KQ1092
4 AQ95
Y Q62
* 75
» 7643

If South opens |, West overcalls |4 and North dou-
bles. East then raises to 24 and South doubles (2NT
would show 17-18). It is close whether North bids 3&
or tries 34 to ask for a stopper. If South opens a strong
INT, 3NT is a likelier spot.

A top spade lead and a diamond switch beats even
2NT. After a low spade lead declarer needs to guess
the clubs to succeed.A winning trump guess lands the
overtrick in 3.

Board 4. Dealer West. Vulnerability All

With the singleton %] devalued, North passes as deal-
er, allowing West to open in fourth seat.

Those playing Multi Landy have no way in over a weak
INT; some will have natural 24 overcall or a different
convention available. INT is cold with five clubs and
the YA on top plus a slow (or not so slow) diamond
winner. 3% is down a couple of tricks — declarer might

need a strip squeeze even to manage that.
Board 2. Dealer East.Vulnerability NIS

4 KQJ64
Y 764

+ 73

& |75

4 A109875
YA

¢ JI0

& K032

& KJ7
¥ 9632
¢ —
& AJ6543
& 105 & Q63
Y KI10875 Y QJ
¢ A7 ¢ Q10843
& KI07 & Q98
& A9842
v A4
¢ K9652
&2

The three tens mean that most West players will open
19.1f North overcalls 24, East bids 24; if not, East bids
INT. South will try 24 or (after |¥-pass-INT) a Mi-
chaels 2¥. North-South will normally get to declare a
spade part-score.

The cards lie rather well, with clubs 3-3 and the ¢A
short, allowing as many as |0 tricks if you take the
right line. East-West could be in trouble of they buy
the contract since they are vulnerable.

Board 5. Dealer North. Vulnerability NIS

System and style determine which red suit East opens.
It is easy to reach 49 after |¥ opener, less so after
|4 because West is too weak to bid 2¥ over |4.In
any case, North-South, with their | |-card spade fit, bid
to 44.

The spade game is makeable if declarer strips the ma-

jors and leads up to the %K leaving West to concede a
ruff and discard — but why not simply play East for Q-x

or A-Q-(x) of clubs? 4¥ makes easily.
Board 3. Dealer South. Vulnerability EIW

4 84
Y KQ62
¢+ Ql0
& Q0875
4 KQ962 & 1053
v 1075 v 943
+ 92 ¢ AJ8743
* A6 -
& A7
Y A8
+ K65
& K9432

& A96
Y KQlos
4 873
& J32
4 ]1082 4 KQ43
v A95 v —
¢ AKI104 ¢+ QJs
* 54 ® KQ10976
475
Y 76432
4 962
& A8

Whether West responds |4 or |4 could be down to
system or style (the vulnerability would make it un-
wise for South to try a weak jump overcall of 29).

Here it makes no difference because East would intro-
duce or raise (jump raise) spades respectively. Reason-
able care lands an overtrick in 44.

You just need to make sure you have tackled both
black suits while the East hand still has a trump to deal
with the hearts.



Board 6. Dealer East. Vulnerability EIW

Ly

Y KQJ853

+ 84

® AJ95
4 Q643 & AK9875
v 96 v 74
¢ QI09 ¢ KJ3
& 8763 * Q2

4 102

Y AI02

¢ A7652

* K104

Most likely two passes follow after East opens |#.

The lack of a fourth heart dissuades South from a thin
double while the vulnerability is against West. North
reopens with 3¥ (a jump cannot be weak in fourth
seat) and South raises to 49.

The friendly breaks in the red suits mean that declarer
can set up the diamonds for || tricks, saving the need
to guess who has the #Q. 44 doubled would be down
500 — too much.

Board 7. Dealer South. Vulnerability All

4 K3
Y KQJ54
¢ 9
* KJ742
4 Q765 & AJI09
Y A62 v 9
+ K86 ¢ A7532
® Q85 * 1063
4 842
v 10873
¢ QJI04
& A9

After North opens |9, South raises to 2¥ and two
passes follow, East reopens with a double — the shape
is ideal with a singleton heart and four spades. North
certainly and South possibly will go on to 39.

Normally when a protective action has pushed the op-
ponents higher you should give up — here it would
pay to go on to 34#.With #K-x onside, 34 makes. 3¥
makes more easily; West switches to a spade to stop
the overtrick.

Board 8. Dealer West. Vulnerability None

4 KQlos4
Y6
¢ AKQ85
& K
& A63 & |97
Y K7432 v s
+ ]2 ¢ 1076
987 & 106543
4 52
Y AQI098
¢ 943
& AQ2

North-South may well start |4-29-3¢-3NT. North
might make one more try with 44, depending upon
how strong the initial 29 was. A passive club lead
holds a no-trump contract to |1 tricks because de-
clarer cannot lead twice towards the spades without
setting up a trick for the defenders in one of the
rounded suits. With spades 3-3 and diamonds 3-2,
you can make 64 quite easily. 6% makes too if you
guess right.

Board 9. Dealer North. Vulnerability EIW

4 AI0O53
Y K5
¢ A10943
* Q8
4 Q & K984
v 1094 Y AQ73
¢+ Q72 45
& AJ6432 & 1097
& |762
v )862
+ K86
& K5

If North opens a weak INT, this might well buy the
contract — for most people, 2% from West would be a
convention — and the hand is weak anyway.

INT might squeak home on a spade lead, although
East does have time to switch to clubs. If North
opens |4, a suit contract results. 24 fails if East
leads a club lead or the #4. 3% makes because the
YK is onside and declarer can discard a heart on
the #K.

Board 10. Dealer East. Vulnerability All

4 973
v 87
4+ Q987
& 1095
4 AJ854 & K62
¥ 10543 Y Q6
* KJI06 + A4
- & KQ8763
4 QI0
v AKJ92
4 532
& A42

East opens |, South overcalls ¥ and West bids | 4. If
| # showed five, as it will for most people, East raises
to 2&.Whether West then makes a game try is debat-
able with the misfit for clubs.

Since the spade layout is kindly and the ruffing club
finesse works, 44 makes. Indeed, if the defenders start
with two rounds of hearts, South must switch to a
trump to stop || tricks. 3NT could make if you guess
well.



Board | I. Dealer South. Vulnerability None

4 Q65

v 2

¢ AKJ83

& K987
& A4 s KJ8
Y A9765 Y Q)84
¢ 1064 ¢ Q75
& QJI0 & 652

4 109732

Y K103

+ 92

& A43

West might open |¥ or perhaps a weak INT. After
the former, North could overcall 2¢ or double. If
West passes, North opens |4, South responds |4
and North must decide whether to bid 24 or 2. 24
makes in comfort.

To defeat 29 the defenders must take three rounds of
rounds and two rounds of clubs before playing a fourth
round of diamonds. If dummy ruffs high, South discards;
if not, South ruffs with the ¥10.

Board 12. Dealer West. Vulnerability NIS

4 J109
v KQJs
4 952
& Q54
4 Q4 & A62
v 109 Y A7432
¢ AQJ876 ¢ 1043
& A82 & K7
4 K8753
v 86
K
® 10963

After a |4 opening, 19-2¢-2NT-3NT seems a fair
way for East-West to continue. 3NT would be almost
100% from the West seat and is still a very good con-
tract with East as declarer.

With the #K and 4K both onside, you can in theory
make || tricks. In practice, after the % lead, declarer
will attack diamonds rather than spades. So long as
North keeps the YK-Q-J and two clubs, the defenders
should score a third trick.

Board 13. Dealer North. Vulnerability All

4 984
Y A952
¢ 1075
* K62
4 ]1032 & A6S
v Q) Y KI04
¢ 984 ¢ 32
% ]953 & AQ874
4 KQ7
Y 8763
¢ AKQJ6
& 10

If East opens a weak INT, South doubles for penalty
and East-West should have a way to escape to 2.
With the %K onside, that would make. If South can
double 2¢ for takeout, North ends in 2¥. With ei-
ther red suit as trumps the losers are a spade, two
hearts and a club. Playing in the major yields a higher
score of course. To beat West in 24 the defenders
do best to attack diamonds, eventually making a long
diamond.

Board 14. Dealer East. Vulnerability None

& 86

Y 94

¢ QIl094

S KQJIOo7
& QJ3 & K975
Y KQJ7 Y AS52
¢ K653 ¢ )87
S A6 % 852

& Al042

Y 10863

¢ A2

% 943

Left to their own devices, East-West ought to stop
in INT. Facing either a 15-17 INT rebid or opening,
the 4333 shape and absence of a single ten should
persuade East not to look for game.

After the obvious club lead, the limit is 7 tricks. East-
West fare better playing a in a suit contract, with 8
tricks available and a chance of 9 tricks if spades are
trumps (when a club ruff is in the short trump hand).
North could make 2.

Board 15. Dealer South. Vulnerability NIS

s K
Y AKI054
* AJ76
* A93
4 1086 4 Q75432
v Q32 v 9
¢ K54 + Q9
* KJ5 & Ql07
4 A9
v 876
¢ 10832
* 8642

North opens |¥ but is unlikely to buy the contract
right there given the vulnerability. If East makes a
24 weak jump overcall and West raises to 24, this
applies the pressure on North. Best is for South to
leave in 34 doubled and collect 300 with six top
defensive winners.

The shortage of entries to the South hand induces
declarer in a heart contract into the winning dia-
mond guess, starting low from hand for 9 tricks.



Board 16. Dealer West. Vulnerability EIW

& K73
Y A864
¢ 10872
S A3

4 82

Y J3

¢ AK543
® JI076

After West opens |4, East, being far too weak to re-
spond 29, raises to 24. North might view to reopen
with a double (the shape is not ideal), in which case
East will not accept defending 34.

34 ought to make exactly — declarer has three top
losers and must also lose either a second diamond or
a trump trick.With the #A offside and trumps 3-1, 3¢
fails by a trick — but the tiny penalty is cheaper than
losing 140 or so.

Board 17. Dealer North. Vulnerability None

4 87

v s

¢ AJ64

& A10642
4 AQS6 & K105
v AI054 v 9763
K72 4+ Q985
& K95 '

49432

vy KQ2

4 103

» 873

West gets to open in fourth seat. If this is with |¥,
North overcalls INT (both minors by a passed hand)
and East raises to 29. If West opens a strong |NT, this
might end the auction (Q-J bare being devalued) or
maybe North can show the minors.

You make an overtrick in INT if you play on diamonds.
You can make 140 in hearts by losing a trump and the
A early, later endplaying South with the third round
of trumps.

Board 8. Dealer East.Vulnerability NIS

4 AI02

Y A53

* 3

& ]8543
4 J98 4 KQ73
v K87 Y Q64
¢ Q87 4 9542
* AQ62 * 9

4 654

Y 1092

¢ AKIO6

* K107

If West opens a weak INT, East has the shape for
what the Americans call ‘drop dead Stayman’: bid 24
and pass any opener’s reply. 2¢ makes even on the ¢J
lead because, with the %K onside, declarer has time to
knock out the #A and YA.

INT fails by a trick with three clubs as well as four top
tricks to lose. With both majors 3-3 and the %K on-
side, you can make 29 or 24, losing four top winners
and a diamond ruff.

Board 19. Dealer South. Vulnerability EIW

& A63
v 8
¢ A9
* 976542
& KJ1075 & Q98
Y 642 Y K05
* 42 ¢ KI0853
& K| & 103
e 42
Y AQ973
+ Q76
& AQS

After South opens 1Y and West overcalls |4, North
can choose between INT and 2¢.The former might
work better because it is then easy to compete to 3
after East raises to 24.

The friendly layout makes | | tricks possible.As it hap-
pens, doubling 24 (or even defending 24 undoubled)
would be more profitable. If you guess very well, you
can make 200 in a heart partial; making 10 tricks will
be more common.

Board 20. Dealer West. Vulnerability All

43
Y 1076
+ AK2
& AKQJ73
4 AKI05 4 Q98762
Y QJ82 v K54
¢ 6543 + 8
* 10 & 942
& |4
v A93
¢ QJI097
& 865

Suppose North opens |, East overcalls a weak 24
(you have more to gain when facing a passed partner)
and West raises to 44. North doubles this, after which
South bids 4NT (two places to play).

North will choose to play in 5%, surely not envisaging
a slam facing a hand that passed over 24.
There is nothing to the play with the YA and two run-

ning suits to make. Par is 500 with East-West two off
in 64 doubled.



Board 21. Dealer North. Vulnerability NIS

¢ Q

Y K632

¢ A94

® AJ1053
& AJ53 & KI08764
v Q)95 Y A74
) ¢ Q7
& K642 * 97

4 92

v 108

¢ KJ106532

& Qs

The bidding could be similar to that on Board 20,
though this time with it clear cut for East to take some
action and North too weak to double 44. By pinning
the Y10 East could make 44. Given a decent chance,
South will want to show the diamonds and may end
in 54, perhaps bidding it almost solo once the East-
West spade fit comes to light. The #A lead and the ¥
Q switch (or an initial heart lead) defeats the diamond
game.
Board 22. Dealer East. Vulnerability EIW

& 1042

vy 3

¢ KQS5

& AJ954

Q9 & A73
AKI108752 Y 96

74 ¢ A9862
% 073

e <
~—

& K865
Yy QJ4
¢ 103
* Q862

With soft values outside the hearts, a third seat 49
opening by West would be rather random. After a
spade lead and a club switch, declarer is going to lose
one trick in each suit, the #A giving a parking place
for one of the diamonds. If North kicks off with the
4K, you can make 4% — but only with anti-percentage
play of taking the double heart finesse. If they man-
age to get in the auction, North-South can make 3&
or 34,

Board 23. Dealer South. Vulnerability All

4 Qlo

Y Q8632

¢ |54

* K74
& A762 & KJ985
v J95 v K
¢+ Q83 ¢ AI092
& 853 * Q06

4 43

Y AI074

¢ K76

* AJ92

If South opens a weak INT, North transfers into
hearts and East overcalls 24. Holding four-card heart
support, South competes to 3¥. Being so flat,West will
be wary of competing to 34 but will probably be doing
SO anyway.

After cashing the YA at trick one, South might switch
to a trump at trick two, saving any guess there. Later
getting in with the K, South might need to switch to
the %2 to beat 34. 3¥ does make.

Board 24. Dealer West. Vulnerability None

4 AI072

v AK

73

% 109863
4 986 & KQ43
¥ 965 v Q82
¢ AK952 ¢+ QJlo4
* A & K5

&5

Y 10743

+ 86

& Q742

West is likely to open a weak INT and reach 3NT
after a Stayman enquiry. It is probably right, after a
club lead, to win with the %A and lead a spade at
trick two.

Declarer needs the #A onside and plays the suit early,
partly for entry reasons, partly because a potentially
fatal heart switch will be less marked early in the play.
The important thing is lead spades twice from hand.
4% is a profitable sacrifice, down only 300.

Board 25. Dealer North. Vulnerability EIW

& KJ3

v

¢ AKSS6

® Q9653
4 109 4 Q876
Y Q9872 Y K063
4 J95 ¢ Q72
* 1084 & |7

& A542

v A54

+ 1043

& AK2

North-South might well bid |-14-24-3NT. With
three spades and a ruffing value, North should defi-
nitely raise 14 to 24 rather than rebid the poor
clubs.

The obvious heart lead should hold 3NT to 10 tricks.
On the run of the clubs, East knows to keep spades
and trusts West to keep diamonds if need be. 44 might
yield a trick more if declarer ruffs two spades in dum-
my and cashes two top trumps.



Board 26. Dealer East. Vulnerability All

4 QI07654

Y 109

4 853

& K7
& KJ32 & A9
Y AQJ6 ¥ K53
¢ 762 ¢ AKQJ9
& |10 & Q83

48

v 8742

¢ 104

& A96542

Can East-West find a way to stop out of a slam missing
the two top clubs? If the bidding starts |4-19-2NT,
West knows the points are not quite there. If East up-
grades to a 2NT opener or rebids 3NT, this increases
the danger of going too high.

As the cards lie, you can make 6NT on a strip squeeze
after a non-club lead: to keep the spades stopped
North must bare the %K. Give yourself a brilliancy
prize if you found that!

Board 27. Dealer South. Vulnerability None

4 AIOS8
Y Q985
+ 8
& AB6S
& K3 4 Q72
v AlO6 v K3
¢ KQ54 ¢ AJ10732
& QJI07 & 94
4 ]9654
v 742
+ 96
® K32

Whether West opens one of a minor or a strong INT,
the final contract is likely to be 3NT after North has
shown the hearts.

After the YQ lead, declarer has a slight decision to
take.A line that combines safety with the chance of an
overtrick is to cross to hand with the 4K and lead a
low spade. Those in gambling mood may try a low club
off dummy at trick two, making an overtrick if South
ducks but going down if South rises.

Board 28. Dealer West. Vulnerability NIS

4 863

Y Q972

4+ Q93

* KQ6
& AK42 & Q)7
Y AK3 Y 1065
¢ AIO6S ¢ ]872
% 52 & 83

4 1095

v 84

¢ K4

& AJ10974

If West opens |4, East probably passes and South re-
opens with 2&.West then doubles and East bids 24.

The vulnerable North-South need to stay out of
3% to avoid conceding 200 or more. With South
known to hold club length, declarer in a spade con-
tract should play for a doubleton diamond honour
onside and so pick up that suit for one loser to
make 140. 34 also makes if you take the winning
diamond view.

Board 29. Dealer North. Vulnerability All

4 KQI09

Y QJ1083

¢ —

& KQ43
4 642 s |87
v 42 ¥ K75
¢ AQI072 ¢ KJ965
& A0 * 62

4 A53

Y A96

¢ 843

* 9875

19-INT-2-29 seems quite a normal way to start bid-
ding the North-South cards. If North makes one more
effort with 24 ‘only 4 losers’, South bids 4¥. Maybe
South bids 3¥ over 2& with two aces and the two-
suit fit.

A few pairs are going to play this ‘slam’ in a partscore!
Of course, you would not want to bid these hands to
69. It takes the YK onside, the ®A onside and some
kindly breaks to arrive at 12 tricks.

Board 30. Dealer East. Vulnerability None

s K
v 32
¢ K1098652
% 865
4 AQJ52 4 63
Y K5 Y AJ1086
¢ Q7 + 43
& A1093 & Q42
4 109874
Y Q974
+ A
& K7

After West opens |4 in third seat, North makes a 3¢
weak jump overcall (if available). East could stretch to
39 but is more likely to double. If West then (after the
double) bids 4%, East may call it a day.

The computer has x-ray vision and says that both 4¥
and 5% make. In real life, declarer will usually lose a
trick to the singleton #K and make fewer tricks. 34
goes two down so long as the defenders prevent a
club ruff.



Board 31. Dealer South. Vulnerability NIS

4 K983

Y AKQ94

¢ 754

% Q
4 Q52 e AlO7
v 865 Y 1072
+ Q8 4 ]932
& 10974 * K6

4 J64

v 3

¢ AKI106

& A8532

South opens | and, if playing a weak INT opening,
has to rebid 2% over North’s |1¥. North rebids 24
and South continues 2NT, which North raises to 3NT.
In spite of the combined 26 HCP, 3NT is tough to
make. Indeed a passive lead in one of the rounded suits
should beat it,as does a low spade lead if East ducks. In
fact, declarer needs to take some care to avoid going
two down; best is to win the second club.

Board 32. Dealer West. Vulnerability EIW

4 Q83

)

¢ 10742

& AKJ 107
4 ]1065 & AK942
Y KQJ10 Y 543
4 953 + 86
& 53 & 982

a7

Y A9872

¢+ AKQ]

* Q64

South might get to open |¥ in fourth seat, in which
case North responds 2, South rebids 24 and North
raises to 34.With a perfect fit, 64 is a decent contract;
most will stop in 5¢ or perhaps end in 3NT. With all
breaks friendly, you can make 64 in a variety of ways,
taking two ruffs in one hand or the other (you would
ruff hearts for preference). With the #A-K in the same
hand, 3NT makes if North declares.

Please read me |l

[Hopefully you have read this far because we have yet another favour to ask you !

Mark and I use eBay to sell items to raise funds for RNLI - mostly stamps or

old bank notes ... things with some small value that are easy to post. If you have
anything like that and could send it to us - well that would be marvellous! Every
llittle helps and living as we do on a fairly small island off the top of Scotland we
are very aware of the value of the RNLI and the courage of all its volunteers and
want to do our bit to support them.

IDid you know that we run a lot of other Simultaneous Pairs ?

Our special Charity ones are held during the year - the January one (with no
Imaster points) raises money for UNICEF; the March one, the Charity Challenge
will be raising funds for RNLI in 2019, and there is the Kidney Research one in
July.

IIn addition there are Scottish, Irish, Welsh and Celtic Sims.

[The EBU licence covers affiliated clubs for the Charity events, and we run a spe-
cial session for non-affiliated English clubs so they are not excluded.

All the details are on the website - probably best to have a look at the calendar
which is at: https://www.ecatsbridge.com/sims/info/calendar.asp as details about
each of the events is linked from there.




